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1994-2011
To offer kabocha varieties 
with new colors, smaller 

sizes, and great flavor, new 
parent lines are developed.

2014
New parent lines are 
cross-pollinated to 

produce the first hybrid 
seeds of many new 
potential varieties.

2015
New hybrid seeds are 
grown and evaluated 
to see if any are good 

enough to become 
new varieties.

2016-2017
The most promising new 

hybrids are trialed at 
Johnny’s to choose 
the best of the best 

for introduction.

2018
The two best varieties 

advance to the 
pre-commercial phase 

after consistently 
favorable trial results.

2019
Trialing is expanded 

to select grower 
partners. The first 
large-scale seed 

production occurs.

2020
Trialing is expanded 
to new locations and 

universities. Six years of 
data is evaluated and both 
varieties are approved for 

release in 2021.

2021
Winter Blush and Sweet 
Jade are made available 
on Johnnyseeds.com and 

in our 2022 catalog!

Breeding and selection for the improvement of crop traits have been practiced since the earliest days of agriculture. The Johnny’s breeding team 
uses classical plant breeding practices to create new and improved varieties specifically suited to the needs of mixed market growers and avid home 
gardeners. Each Johnny’s-bred variety is the result of many years of focused research and trialing.

Parent Lines: Genetically uniform parent seeds with particular desired qualities that are cross-bred to create a hybrid variety. 

F1 Hybrid: First-generation offspring from genetically stable parent lines created by plant breeders with improved traits like color or disease resistance.

Winter Blush

Sweet Jade

For more information about Johnny’s plant breeding program, visit Johnnyseeds.com/research-farm
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Johnny’s-Bred Kabochas — The Journey of Winter Blush and Sweet Jade

Winter Blush (F1)
A welcome splash of color at markets.

Sweet Jade (F1)
Delicious personal-size kabocha.

https://www.johnnyseeds.com/about-us/research-farm/research-farm-quality-assurance.html
https://www.johnnyseeds.com/vegetables/squash/winter-squash/winter-blush-organic-f1-kabocha-squash-seed-4029G.html
https://www.johnnyseeds.com/vegetables/squash/winter-squash/sweet-jade-organic-f1-kabocha-squash-seed-4030G.html
https://www.johnnyseeds.com/vegetables/squash/winter-squash/winter-blush-organic-f1-kabocha-squash-seed-4029G.html
https://www.johnnyseeds.com/vegetables/squash/winter-squash/sweet-jade-organic-f1-kabocha-squash-seed-4030G.html

